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Salonike

‘Ls The economic erisis has, during ths wonth of Aurust becoms sonm tanbly
intensified. The popuiatz.on iives in the midst of uneasiness :uperding
the future because of the uncertainty of the political situstim in the
face of internstional tension, and becauss, comtrary to all hopes, it
has been impossible 4o find a solution to the Andarte wer ond i%s in-
ternstional rumifications.

2s A tendency to conceal certein basic foods (macsroni, rice, checsa, sugar)
and a rise in prices complete the misfortune. The situstion of the
working classes and the poor would be intclerable if it were n. for
vegetables and fruit, some of which are s0ld at low prices.

3a 1In eddition, some 80 to 90,000 rafugses have rushed from the Airlarte~
efflicted regions into the city of Salonika and it vieinity.

*

4. With the exception of vegetables and fruits, which were favored by the
weathar, t he harvest of erops was poor this year, The causes vere the
Anderte wer, the fresing of rafugees, and both the lack of rain, and
the demege frnm. Jocal floovds, hail, and from the wnbtimely late raing.

8. An average crop of 60-70 okes per stremma is estimabed, a yield which
hardly pays 10 oxpenge of ssed, ferbiliszer, harvesting and threshe

ing. Ths lack of rain prevemted the seeding of cotton.

6o Under these conditions the positlon of the farmer is difficult, and
most farmers ers unable to repay their osulbivetion luans to the fLgri-
cultural Bank of CGrecca.
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Bidding wes announced for the construction of two bridges in
Nea Marmeras and Nikiti in Chalcidice. These works were estiw
mated at 100,000,000 drachmae,

The Chamber of Small Industry of Selonika is organizing a Fune
hellenic Convention of small industrialists during 1947. The
sum of 4,000,000 drachmae was voted for orgsnizational expsnses.

During Septenber a goneral census of every kind of enterprise,
as well as of the persons employed has been scheduled. Thir
consus is intended to furnish evidence for the calculation uf
the economic resources of northern Greees, A census of the
machines in the stocking factories, directed by e comittee
from the appropriate Ministry, conducted to determine the possi-
bility of importing throad for each enterprise,
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The situation is worse in these regions. Crieis end lack o.°
work are the rule, Those who remained in their homes and d°¢
not flee to the large cities, are troubled by the high cost «f
living and general uneasiness. -

Army recruiting is carried on by personal invitation to indjvie
duels of »very class and of advanced ago.

A 9330 P, ¥. curfew has boen imposed in Xenthi and Komotini, .
end a 10:30 P. %. limit in Serres. Arrests of various inditviduals
have occurred in Kavallas and Zanthi and elsewhere. :

In Karalle, sbout the middle of Aupust, the Minister of Horthern
Greece and the Consul General of the United States attended a
meeting vith the authorities end with the tobacco merchants. in
order to increase the export of tobacco from the new crop te
England. It was also decided that tho American rovermment should
be requested to increase the quantities of Greek tobacco purchased
now that the amount of tobacco purchased by the United Statcs from
Turkey has been tripled. They also examined the question of re=
ducing the cost of Greck tobacco, so thet it ban compete favorably
in foreign markets with lower priced Turkish amd Bulparian tohacco.

Inthe region from the Strymon to Ivros there have beon extracre
dinary ylelds of crops, particularly of corn, beans, and cottomn.
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In this region heavier puerrilla activity has aegpgravated the situa-
tion., In Faterini curfew is at 9130 P. M., and the same is true
elsovwhere in this region, Yiith the exception of Edessa, the movies are
are not opcerating because of the curfew. ) '
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